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About the APCFC 

The Asia-Pacific C-IED Fu-
sion Center is the premier 
center for irregular warfare 
analysis in the U.S. Indo-
Pacific Command. The cen-
ter develops and synchro-
nizes C-IED and EOD pro-
grams and regional engage-
ments. The center re-
sources USARAPC C-IED 
training to ensure U.S., Al-
lied, and Partner Nations 
survivability. 

Click on an entry to advance to the 

associated page. 

This document is intended for those personnel performing military, intelligence, law enforce-

ment, or security duties in support of C-IED operations.  

Month at a Glance ð January 
The Indo-Pacific region experienced 83 IED events in January: 52 events in South 
Asia, 31 events in South East Asia, and zero events in Northeast Asia. These events 
consisted of 193 devices. There were 45 IED detonation events, 12 IED found and 
cleared events, two IED hoax events, and 24 IED cache events. There were 199 casu-
alties in January: 14 civilians killed, 135 civilians wounded, 10 host nation forces killed, 
and 40 host nation forces wounded. 

There were 83 IED events in the Indo-Pacific region in January 2019 
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Icons depict events for January 2019; heat map depicts event density from January 2018 - January 2019 
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http://www.usarpac.army.mil/apcied/IEDMonthlyMain.htm
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January Executive Summary 
SOUTH ASIA 
 

IED activity dropped in January as compared to December (52 events versus 77 
events). Casualties in South Asia decreased by 75% in January (26 casualties 
versus 103 casualties), and device counts were 49% lower in January as compared 
to December (155 devices versus 302 devices). These decreases were primarily 
due to a reduction of events in Bangladesh following the conclusion of the 30 DEC 
2018 elections. Despite the overall decrease in events regionally, events in India 
increased in January due to attacks and threats against Republic Day celebrations. 
Additionally, IED activity remains elevated in Jammu and Kashmir. For the first time 
since October 2018, Sri Lanka had an IED event, which was a large cache of 
explosives and detonators. In the coming months, it is probable that IED activity in 
India will remain elevated due to upcoming National elections. 
 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

IED activity in January increased slightly as compared to December (31 events 
versus 27 events), but device counts decreased by almost half in January (31 
devices versus 60 devices). Causalities in Southeast Asia increased by 66% in 
January (173 casualties versus 59 casualties). This steep increase was due to the 
27 JAN church bombing in Jolo, Philippines, in which suspected Islamists detonated 
multiple IEDs at a Catholic church, killing at least 21 and wounding approximately 
111 civilians. Casualties in Thailand also doubled in January from the previous 
month, primarily due to an 8 JAN VBIED attack on a border police task force base 
and several attacks that injured security forces and civilians in the Deep South. In 
the coming months, IED activity could increase in Thailand ahead of the National 
Elections. 

 
NORTHEAST ASIA 
 

While there was no IED activity in Northeast Asia this month, there was an increase 
in incidents related to fireworks due to the Lunar New Year. In Hong Kong, police 
recovered a commercial cache containing 1.1 million tons of smuggled fireworks. In 
Taiwan, an individual blew off his hand after mishandling an aerial firework. 

IED reporting and casualty statistics derived from OPEN SOURCES are not confirmed; statistics should be considered ap-

proximations. Event refers to specific IED activity categories: IED Detonation, IED Found/Cleared, IED Hoax, IED Cache. 
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    Detonation Found/Cleared Hoax Cache Total 

Device Count 
Month  60 16 1 78 155 

Year 810 619 27 2027 3483 

Event Count 
Month 28 9 1 14 52 

Year 411 176 17 270 874 

    Detonation Found/Cleared Hoax Cache Total 

Device Count 
Month 19 3 1 15 38 

Year 196 145 7 395 743 

Event Count 
Month 17 3 1 10 31 

Year 167 76 8 127 378 

South Asia IED Events 
January 2018-January 2019 

Southeast Asia IED Events 
January 2018-January 2019 

Northeast Asia IED Events 
January 2018-January 2019 
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PACOM IED Events - Past 12 Months  

Past Year IED Event Casualty Count 

Past Year IED events 

Icons depict events from January 2018 to January 2019; occasional overlap occurs 
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Past Year Device Count by Country Past Year IED events by Country 
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    Detonation Found/Cleared Hoax Cache Total 

Device Count 
Month 79 19 2 93 193 

Year 1010 764 35 2424 4233 

Event Count 
Month 45 12 2 24 83 

Year 582 252 26 400 1260 

NOTE: The APCFC Monthly IED report  includes both event counts (detonation, found/cleared, hoax, and 

cache) and device counts. It is important to note that a singular IED event may include multiple devices. 

For instance, a single IED cache event may contain several devices. 
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IED Activity - Past 12 Months 

IED reporting and casualty statistics derived from open sources are not confirmed; statistics are presumed to be approxima-

tions. Graphics represent known switch type and group affiliation. 

Switch Type Group Affiliation 
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Incident Highlight: Jolo Church Bombing 

Return to first page 

On 27 JAN, two IEDs detonated at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Sulu, Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM), Jolo, killing 21 and wounding approximately 111. The first 
detonation, likely an RCIED that incorporated a pipe packed with am-
monium nitrate fuel oil, occurred inside the church at 0815. Approxi-
mately one minute later, a second IED detonated outside the cathe-
dral near the church parking lot (the perpetrators likely emplaced this 
device in the utility box of a motorcycle). Investigators recovered frag-
ments of steel pipe and parts of two cellular telephones during the 
post-blast investigation. Days after the attack, five ASG members 
surrendered to authorities; four of the detained suspects provided 
clarifying information that revealed Kammah Pae (the primary sus-
pect) escorted an Indonesian husband and wife couple carrying a 
device into the church, which they possibly concealed in a backpack 
or in clothing. The assessed intended targets were churchgoers and 
AFP soldiers who were posting security near the church. 
 
Philippine security forces originally identified the Ajang-Ajang faction 
of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) as the likely perpetrators due to simi-
lar attack signatures and known ASG TTPs (i.e. use of radio-
controlled devices, ammonium nitrate explosives, and pipe bombs). 
The post-blast investigation, statements provided by witnesses, and 
the accounts given by the ASG members suggest that this was a sui-
cide attack perpetrated by the Indonesian husband and wife. There is 
currently no public knowledge of the Indonesian couplesô identities, to 
include their names or photographs; however, it is likely that identifi-
cation will occur via ongoing DNA testing of unclaimed body parts 
recovered from the church.  
 
ISIS was quick to claim responsibility for the attack; however, the or-
ganizationôs statements provided via its Amaq News Agency contained inaccurate tactical and technical characterizations of 
the event. Nonetheless, there may be some validity to ISISôs claim of responsibility, particularly as Philippine officials impli-
cated ASG sub-leader, Hatib Sawadjaan, as the mastermind and financier behind this attack. Sawadjaan has known ties to 
ISIS affiliates; however, it is not clear if ISIS has recognized his leadership. 
 
The motivation for this attack is likely a confluence of factors. Initially, Philippine security officials remarked that the primary 
suspect, Kammah Pae, likely facilitated the bombing to avenge the death of his brother, Surakah Ingog, an ASG sub-leader 
who Philippine security forces killed in AUG 2018. More recently, officials suggested that Islamists intended to use this bomb-
ing to provoke sectarian conflict and inspire recruits. Although militants have targeted this cathedral twice before in 2010 with 
rifle grenades, the damage was not as catastrophic. Religious sites are not a common target in the Philippines with only 10 
IED events recorded since 2015. 
 
There are several important themes related to this event. First is the use of foreign fighters to execute a suicide attack. This 
is the second suicide attack initiated by foreign fighters linked to ISIS that has occurred in the southern Philippines (an ISIS-
affiliated Moroccan was responsible for the first event on 31 JUL 18 in Basilan). It is not a cultural norm for Filipinos to con-
duct martyrdom, which is why only foreigners have executed suicide attacks in the Philippines. The widespread publicity that 

both suicide attacks have received, combined with their recognition by 
ISIS, will likely reinforce the perceptions of aspiring foreign jihadists 
that the southern Philippines is a worthy location to continue and to 
foster increased militant activity, which includes martyrdom operations. 
 
Second, this event involved an Indonesian husband and wife couple, 
similar to the MAY 18 Surabaya attacks in Indonesia, which involved 
three Indonesian families participating in suicide bombing attacks 
against churches and police stations. The Surabaya attacks were the 
first time families conducted suicide bombing operations in Indonesia. 
However, the employment of child suicide bombers was controversial 
within the Indonesian jihadist community, raising doubts regarding the 
use of this tactic. While the Jolo bombing was different in one key as-
pect from Surabaya (no involvement of the coupleôs children), the con-
tinued use of a family unit to implement a coordinated suicide operation 
could indicate the start of a new trend for Indonesian jihadists. 

Views of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Mount Car-

mel after the attack 

Sources: Aljazeera (1/27/19) Defense Post (1/27/19) NYTIMES (1/27/19) ABS CBN (1/28/19) UPI (1/28/19) Straights 
Times (1/28/19) PTV (1/28/19) NYT (1/28/19) Rappler (2/4/19) Straits Times (2/4/19) Arab News (2/5/19) 

President Duterte visiting the church after the 

bombing 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/01/philippines-vows-crush-attackers-fatal-church-bombings-190128033738665.html
https://thedefensepost.com/2019/01/27/philippines-isis-claims-double-suicide-bomb-attack-cathedral-jolo-sulu/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/27/world/asia/philippines-jolo-cathedral-bombing.html
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/01/28/19/afp-isis-inspired-abu-sayyaf-group-behind-jolo-blast
https://www.upi.com/Islamic-State-claims-responsibility-for-Philippines-church-bombing/9211548656416/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/isis-claims-responsibility-for-philippines-church-bombing
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/isis-claims-responsibility-for-philippines-church-bombing
https://ptvnews.ph/armys-6th-id-heightens-alert-after-jolo-blast/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/28/world/asia/isis-philippines-church-bombing.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FAbu%20Sayyaf
https://www.rappler.com/nation/222635-alias-kamah-jolo-cathedral-bombing-suspect-surrenders-february-2019
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/main-suspect-of-philippine-church-bombing-surrenders-to-authorities
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1447121/world









































