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Army Pacific Unveils “Spirit of the Warrior” Community Service 
Award to Waianae Resident 

 

 
FORT SHAFTER, June 15, 2012 – The 2012 U.S. Army, Pacific, Mana O Ke Koa 

“Spirit of the Warrior” award which recognizes active community leaders that 

embody the “Warrior Ethos” was awarded this evening to Albert Hollis Silva from 

Waianae during the US Army, Pacific Birthday Commemoration at the Hilton 

Hawaiian Village in Waikiki. 

The ceremony hosted by Lieutenant General Francis J. Wiercinski, 

Commanding General, U.S. Army, Pacific, is attended by military and community 

leaders from across the Pacific. Former recipients of the coveted award include: 

2007- Mr. Bill Paty 

2008- Ms. P. Pasha Baker 

2009- Governor Linda Lingle 

2010- Mr. Ken Bailey 

2011- Ms. Carole Kai 



“Army Soldiers have given their lives and so much for this country,” Silva said 

during an interview about his nomination. “This is such an honor. I’m just a country 

jack whose heart is in the bush with nature and animals but I want to be counted as 

a (Army) supporter,” Silva added.  

 Silva, known as the “giving cowboy” or “Paniolo”, has been a tremendous 

supporter of the military in Hawaii for more than 40 years. He has served as an 

advisor to numerous commanders in Hawaii and has played an active role as part of 

the Waianae Military Civilian Advisory Council for 25 years. Beside his work in 

supporting military training on Oahu’s west coast, Silva has hosted an annual Luau 

for Army personnel and community leaders at no cost. His luau served as 

recognition of the vast military support to the Waianae coast through school 

beautification, tutoring students and assisting Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

(JROTC) cadets. 

“Heartwarming,” is how Silva described the Waianae JROTC cadets, “I am 

looking at our future – Americans ready to serve…” Silva added. 

This deep dedication led Silva to develop a scholarship program for JROTC 

cadets and support the JROTC Waianae Adventure Challenge at his Albert Silva 

Ranch.  “I support them a thousand percent,” Silva said of the Waianae cadets. 

As a vital member of U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii’s Waianae Community 

Information Council, Silva helped provide timely, pertinent and current information 

about the Army and its programs to the Waianae coast community. 

 “I was raised to help the people and be good to your community,” Silva 

reminisced about growing up on Oahu’s West Side. “My mother put it into me at a 

young age that you have to give back. With all the pleasures I have received in my 

lifetime, I know I’ve got to give back to the military and the community,” Silva added. 

 

-30- 

 

MEDIA NOTE: For more information about the Army Birthday Commemoration or 

Mr. Silva’s award, contact USARPAC Media Relations - Jim Guzior at 

goose.guzior@us.army.mil – 808-438-6350   
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