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BALIKATAN 2011 OPENS: Convergence towards Disaster Relief 
 
CAMP EMILIO F AGUINALDO, Quezon City—The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the U.S. Armed Forces’ 27th “Balikatan” Exercises is scheduled to open 10 a.m. Tuesday here where troops of  both nations have continuously trained on maintaining high level of readiness and interoperability in responding to natural disasters and other crises.
Various construction and free medical, dental, and veterinary civic action activities by combined AFP and U.S. military teams are being conducted on schedule. These Civil Military activities began in early March.  Two barangays in Tarlac and three in Zambales provinces are each assured of a new classroom building by the exercise’s completion on April 15.
“Our Bilateral Exercises shall be geared towards becoming more responsive, efficient and effective in conducting humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, rehabilitation efforts,” said Gen. Eduardo S.L. Oban Jr., AFP Chief of Staff.
“Mutual benefits to PHL-U.S. forces, both having in-depth experience in disaster relief and response efforts, will be derived from Exercise Balikatan. We learn from their experience and they also learn from our experience,” said Oban.
The annual exercise will take place as scheduled despite a reduction in the number of participating U.S. forces, to assist in relief efforts in Japan in the wake of the major earthquake and tsunami that occurred on March 11.
The arrival of the guests and a processional will open the Balikatan Exercises at the Canopy Area of the General Headquarters Building. This will be followed by the entrance of colors by the Philippine and US guards. The AFP band will play the Philippine and US National Anthems and the invocation will be given by BGen. Rosalindo C Acacio Jr, Chief Chaptain of AFP. The welcoming remarks/recommendation to open PHL-US Exercise Balikatan 2011 will be given by LTGen. Francis J Wiercinski, US Balikatan 2011 Exercise Director and RAdm. Victor Emmanuel C Martir, PH Balikatan 2011 Exercise Director. The Chief of Staff of AFP, Gen Oban Jr. will give the remarks/declaration of the opening of PH-US Exercise Balikatan 2011. The unfurling of Balikatan flag will be led by RAdm. Martir, and LTGen. Wiercinski. His Excellency Harry K Thomas, U.S Ambassador to the Philippines will deliver remarks which will be followed by the introduction of Guest of Honor and Speaker, Honorable Albert F Del Rosario, acting secretary of Foreign Affairs by Gen Oban Jr. 
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